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Playing Music In Winner’s 1864 

Winner’s New Primer was published in 1864 and bears some resemblance to the Briggs’ 

Banjo Instructor of 1855. The songs are suited for the beginning to intermediate player. The 

Winner’s Primer was written in the D tuning (as was the Briggs’). The TAB would not 

reflect that.  

This book is not intended to be instructional. Please refer to my Early Banjo Primer for 

complete details on the Early Stroke Style.  

If you need help with tuning, refer to the guide in the beginning of the book to find the 

original explanations and diagrams. Only the intervals between the strings matter. Therefore, 

if the early tuning of dGDF#A or eAEG#B is called for, the tuning of gCGBD is acceptable.  

When High Bass is mentioned, this simply means to tune the 4th string up one whole 

step. Therefore:  G to A, A to B, and C to D if we reference the above tunings.  

I would like to acknowledge Mark Gibson for his wonderful freehand drawings included 

throughout the book. 

Tim Twiss   

 November 2014 





 
Winner's New Primer For The Banjo - 1864 

 

1 

 

Billy Patterson 
2 Boatman's Dance 
3 Bobbin Around 
4 Bottle Jig 
5 Bully For You 
6 Come Along, John 
7 Cuffee's Go Down 
8 Dan Tucker 
9 Elephant Jig 

10 Few Days 
11 Happy Land O' Canaan 
12 Hard Times In '63 
13 Hog Eye 
14 Hop De Doo 
15 Hurrah For Hard Times 
16 Jordan Is A Hard Road 
17 Lucy Long 
18 Mary Blane 
19 Out Ob De Wilderness 
20 Poor Robinson Crusoe 
21 Pop Goes The Weasel 
22 Rattlesnake Jig 
23 Root Hog Or Die 
24 Sally Is De Gal For Me 
25 Shin Bone Jig and Few Days 
26 White Cat and Black Cat 
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Boatman's Dance
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Bobbin Around
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Bottle Jig

4

™
™

™
™

9

™
™

2

4 0

J

0

2 2 2 2 3 2 0

1 0

0 0

0

0 2 0

1 0

2

0

0

0

0 1

0 0

2

5

2 2

5

2 3 2 0

1 0

2 0

0

0 2 0

1 0

2 0

0

0

0 1

J

0

J

0

0 0

5 0 2 3 2 0 0

1 0

2 0

0

0 2 0

1 0

2 0

0

0

0 1

J

4



Bully For You
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Come Along, John
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Cuffee's Go Down
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Dan Tucker
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Elephant Jig
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Few Days
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Happy Land O' Canaan
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Hard Times In '63
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Hog Eye
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Hop De Doo
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Hurrah For Hard Times
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Jordan Is A Hard Road

3

6

9

12

15

2

4

3

3

3 3

3

0

0

0

™

0

5

0

4

0

0

0

0

™

0

5

0

4

0

0

0

0

™

0

5

0

4

0

7

0

4 0

™

‰

0

0

0

™

0

5

0

4

0

0

0

2 2

1

2 0 0

0

1

2

0 0

0

0

0 0

0

™ ‰

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0 1

2

1

2 0 0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0 1

2

‰
2 2

2

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

2

1

2 0 0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

2

0

1

0

0

J

16



Lucy Long
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Mary Blane
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Out De Wilderness
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Poor Robinson Crusoe
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Pop Goes The Weasel
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Rattlesnake Jig
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Root Hog or Die
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Sally Is De Gal For Me
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Shin Bone Jig
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White Cat and Black Cat
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Yankee Doodle
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